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Abstract
This paper summarizes research into the definition of E-Learning. The research is based on Internet resources. The research on the definition of E-Learning will be compared and contrasted. Any discrepancies discovered during the research will also be documented. Finally, the research information will be synthesized to provide the authors own cohesive definition of E-Learning.
Research and Definitions

The following are three definitions of E-Learning discovered using Internet-based resources. The links to the Internet-based resources are provided in the references in this paper.
Definition one from the About e-Learning Website:
The American Society for Training and Development (ASTD) defines e-learning as a broad set of applications and processes which include web-based learning, computer-based learning, virtual classrooms, and digital. Much of this is delivered via the Internet, intranets, audio- and videotape, satellite broadcast, interactive TV, and CD-ROM. The definition of e-learning varies depending on the organization and how it is used but basically it involves electronic means of communication, education, and training (About E-Learning, 2010).
Definition two from the Webopedia Website:

Education via the Internet, network, or standalone computer. e-learning is essentially the network-enabled transfer of skills and knowledge. e-learning refers to using electronic applications and processes to learn. e-learning applications and processes include Web-based learning, computer-based learning, virtual classrooms and digital collaboration. Content is delivered via the Internet, intranet/extranet, audio or video tape, satellite TV, and CD-ROM. e-learning was first called "Internet-Based training" then "Web-Based Training." Today you will still find these terms being used, along with variations of e-learning such as elearning, Elearning, and eLearning (Webopedia, 2010).
Definition three from the Ageless Learner Website:

The convergence of the Internet and learning, or Internet-enabled learning. The use of network technologies to create, foster, deliver, and facilitate learning, anytime and anywhere. The delivery of individualized, comprehensive, dynamic learning content in real time, aiding the development of communities of knowledge, linking learners and practitioners with experts. A phenomenon delivering accountability, accessibility, and opportunity to allow people and organizations to keep up with the rapid changes that define the Internet world. A force that gives people and organizations the competitive edge to allow them to keep ahead of the rapidly changing global economy (Ageless Learner, 2010).
Compare, Contrast, and Discrepancies


The research on the definition of the term E-Learning yielded a number of similar traits and characteristics. All of the definitions researched noted that E-Learning leveraged the Internet or Internet-related technologies. Some but not all of the definitions broadened the definition of E-Learning to include instructional content that was delivered by other mediums, such as audio, videotape, satellite TV, interactive TV, and CD-ROM. The Internet was not the only medium that could deliver educational content. Notably missing from the list of medium that could be leveraged to deliver E-Learning were more recent technologies, such as DVD, Blu-Ray Disc, Skype, and YouTube. No commercial products were mentioned in the research. E-Learning was also only used in a broad context of education and there was no mention of specific applications or uses of E-Learning beyond this broad context. It was found that the use of the term E-Learning has a number of different variations, such as Web-based Training or Internet Training, and use of the term might even vary depending on organization. 
Conclusion

By researching the definition of E-Learning one could synthesize this information and help form an improved and expanded definition of the term. The following modified, improved, and updated form of the definition of E-Learning could be defined as follows:
E-Learning is the convergence of Internet-enabled learning via the Internet, network, or standalone computer. E-Learning is essentially the network-enabled transfer of skills and knowledge that delivers instructional content by mediums that includes the Internet, intranet/extranet, audio, videotape, satellite TV, interactive TV, CD-ROM, DVD, Blu-Ray Disc, and other forms of social media such as Skype and YouTube. E-Learning is targeted but not limited to grade schools, high schools, colleges, and universities as well as general education markets, corporate training environments, and more.
Perhaps one of the more striking comments found in the research regarding E-Learning included the phrase “A force that gives people and organizations the competitive edge to allow them to keep ahead of the rapidly changing global economy” (Ageless Learner, 2010, p. 1). This phrase enforces the importance that E-Learning, the E-Learning environment, and all of the associated technologies that enable E-Learning have in the future of education.
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