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Introduction
In the current postsecondary academic and global work settings, a common issue that could be addressed as part of a research project has been identified. Students are not being properly prepared practically, academically, or socially across a wide range of courses and educational institutions. From grade school reading to high school math, and computer science, classes in major U.S. universities are not adequately preparing students for their future entry into the workforce. A clearly defined approach to research this common education issue includes data collection methods and analytical procedures. Paper and pencil tests, alternative assessments, questionnaires, interviews, and observations will be the proposed tools to collect and analyze the data.  As issues of validity and reliability may arise in the process of gathering information for this research, the researchers will conclude with discussions that address these critical components. 
Evidence and outcome 
The research problem identified was that students of many ages are not being properly prepared throughout their education. In elementary, middle, and high school this is evidenced. Students come to classes unprepared, without the supplies or materials they need to complete the classes during a successful school day. Students are also ill prepared to meet grade level academic standards. Many students simply aren’t reaching these standards and they are passed along. This trend continues beyond high school. Many college students are required to take remedial courses at the college level, because they are below level in essential skills. The students requiring the most remedial work are least likely to graduate.
Instruments
Various methods of data collection will be used to study this research problem with two objectives. Firstly, paper and pencil tests focusing on academic ability will be given to the students. The research team will ask the sample population to complete questionnaires featuring a four- point Likert Scale ranging from disagree to agree with a checklist for topics that cannot be answered by the scale. Because personal responses cannot be identified on the questionnaires, the research team will interview individual students to identify those who believe they are not prepared for their grade level or coursework. Academic tests, response-based questionnaires, and interviews will be the vehicles used to acquire this information. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4] Secondly, the goal of the data collection plan will be to verify the validity and reliability of the research process, and to find evidence that supports the research problem. The expected results will grant reliability coefficients of equivalence through achievement tests administered to the sample population. Sequentially, a four- member research team will interview and observe the population to also ensure a coefficient of agreement within the plan. Once this data is collected, it will be analyzed then students who are not prepared will be revealed. The studies will prove our hypothesis that some students are indeed insufficiently prepared for their futures. 
The samples 
Freshmen from various colleges and universities comprise the representative population for this study. A randomly selected sampling will ensure that all students have the opportunity to participate. The research instruments will be implemented in September of the students’ first year as undergraduates, or graduates entering the workforce. 
The conclusion of this data analysis will be used to summarize the findings of student readiness. Data, which is collected, will conclude the research study to prove valid and reliable and thus presentable in a paper. The data collected will be analyzed with the Microsoft Excel Analysis program. A frequency distribution, histogram, stem and leaf display, along with the mean, median, mode, and the standard deviation can display data from the surveys collected to verify the method’s outcome.
Conclusion
	Literary findings confirm that the issue regarding U.S. students’ preparation for postsecondary education is insufficient to ensure that they successfully enroll into colleges and universities across the country. Furthermore, these same students are facing a redefined global workforce, and research findings conclude the same condition applies to students in this arena as well (Callis, 2009). This research and data collection intends to conduct quantitative assessments using varied instruments to collect data regarding the issue, including assessment tests, questionnaires, observations, and interviews. A Microsoft Excel analysis program will evaluate the findings to be displayed in multiple venues to validate outcomes and confirm solutions. The team believes the method, instrumentality, and analysis are reliable and that the process will consistently give credibility to the need to research the issue. 
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